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I Principles of Liberty of Conſcience _* 
15 Stated and Defended: 7 | 


. 


: 
AT 
» - 


IR, 
| .CCORDING to your Deſire, and my |, 
. - Promiſe, I here ſend you my delibe- 
rate Thoughts upon the Subject of 
our late Converſation. I need not 
put you in mind of the particular 
Occaſion of it: for indeed, for my own part, I 
am ready to embrace every proper Opportunity of 
declaring my Sentiments in fayours of the glo- 
Tious Principles of Liberty of Conſcience, which I 
think are of great Importance, to the Peace and 
Welfare of Mankind, to the Honour of Chri- 

3 ſtianity, and the Defence of our Reformation from 
I ̃Popery. 1 0 frokns 1 26:05:45; 4 
| After this Introduction, and what lately paſs Ct 
i in Converſation, I am ſure you'll not be ſurprized = 
when I frankly own to you, that I look upon all 
Uſe of Force or Puniſhment in the Affairs of Con- 


ſcience or Religion, conſidered as ſuch, to be oh ny 
0 A 2 In- 
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Infringement of the natural and unalienable Ri ghts 


of Mankind; inconſiſtent with the proper Office | 
and Duty of the Civil Magiſtrate; contrary. to, 


and ſubverſive of, the Nature of true Religi 4 
and peculiarly oppoſite to the Spirit and Genius 


Chriſtianity : I cannot but reckon it the natural 


Right of every Man to enquire and judge for 
himſelf in the Affairs of Religion; and to be left 
at Liberty, without any violent Check or Con» 
troul from any other Man, to act agreeably to 


the Dictates of his Conſcience in theſe Matters; 


ſo far as he does no Hurt to others about him, 
nor diſturbs the Peace of human Society: And 
whereas other natural Rights are alienable; and 
may, when Men enter into Society, be given. up 
to the Governing Powers for the Good of the 
Community; this Right of - Conſcience is abſo- 
ute ly analienable; becauſe it cannot, without Sin, 
be given up: Seeing to enquire and judge for 
-Himfelf in Affairs of Religion, and act agreeably 


to the Light of his'own Mind in theſe Matters, is 


not only every Man's Right, but his indiſpenſable 


Duty. And whoever implicitely ſubmits to the 


Dictates of any other Man in the Matters of Re- 


ligion, or follows his Direction in thoſe Affairs 
contrary to the Light and Conviction of his own | 


Mind, acts a Part moſt undutiful towards GO; 
and unworthy of a rational Creature, ſubject and 
accountable to Him: And certainly this. Piece of 
ſlaviſh Impiety is as much committed, by a Man's 
ſuppreſſing within his own Breaſt that in his 


Conſcience he thinks it his Duty to profeſs; as 
by profeſſing what he does not believe. 


_— 
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The Civil Magiſtrate has his Name from this: 


chat it 1s his proper Province to take care of the 
Intereſts of Civil Society, in which the Preſerva- 
tion of private Rights is included: It was for the 
Protection and Defence of their natural and civil 
Rights, that Men entred into civil Society; and 
the Neceſſity of the Civil Magiftrate's Office ariſes 
from its Uſefulneſs for the Good of human Socie- 
ty in its civil Concerns: For this end, therefore, 
that Office was ordained of GOD: For, take a- 
way the Suppoſition of the Good of Society, and all 
Neceſſity and Occaſion for the Office of the Civil 
Magiſtrate is deſtroyed; without his, there ne- 
ver would have been ſuch an Office, either ap- 
pointed by Go p, or voluntarily agreed to by 
Men. Therefore, I look upon it to be the proper 
Buſineſs and Duty of the Civil Magiſtrate, agree- 
ably to the Nature and Deſign of his Office, to 
preſerve the Peace of the Society where he bears 
Rule; to protect all the Members of it in the 
Enjoyment of their natural and civil Rights; and 
defend them, in the Exerciſe of theſe Rights, 
from all Hurt or Violence: This Protection and 
Defence, I think the Civil Magiſtrate is, by the 
Duty of his Place, bound to give to all ſuch Sub- 
jects as quietly ſubmit to the Government, and 
live: peaceably with their Neighbours; refrain 
from doing Injury to others about them, or di- 
ſturbing the publick Peace: And among * 
2 a natur 


* 
_ A li dc — 


— 
2*2ůẽæn 


— — — ” 


: Certainly the Magiſtrate is to protect every one, and eve - 
ry Thing, in their own Right, from the Violence and Injury 
. of: unruly Men. Owen on Tolcraton, in Sermons and Tracts, 
F. p. 305. The Defence and Protection of erting Perſons from 


Violence . © 


he ůͤ 1 OR RR Woe ce ſſ M7. 


6 ) 
natura! Rights, the Right of making an open 
Profeſſion of their Religion, and worſhipping 
God according to their Conſciences, without fear 
of Man, is certainly one of the firſt and moſt im- 
portant; and therefore I cannot but reckon it in- 
conſiſtent with the proper Office and Duty of the 
Civil Magiſtrate to make uſe of that Power of the 
Society, with which he is entruſted for the De- 
fence of Men's natural Rights, to ſuppreſs by 
Methods of Violence the Exerciſe of this Right 
of Conſcience. And, in my Judgment, it is e- 
_ qually a Violation of the Rights of Conſcience, 
to reſtrain a Man by Force from 2 what 
his Conſcience leads him to profeſs, or from per- 
forming ſuch Worſhip as he believes Gop re- 
quires of him; as to force him to a Profeſſion of 
what he does not believe, or compel him by Vio- 


lence to a way of Worſhip he thinks ſinful; hu- 


man Terrors being equally made uſe of, in both 
Caſes, to induce him knowingly and wilfully to 
ſin againſt Go v. 1 renn 

As to the Nature of Religion, I obſerve, that a 
free Choice is the very Soul of it; and there can be 
no true Religion, but what flows from an inward 
Perſuaſion of Mind concerning the Truth of the 
Principles embraced and profeſſed, and a Convi- 
ction of Duty towards GOD: A Man is not a 
whit the more religious, for profeſſing the eryx 
beſt Principles, and eſpouſing the moſt excellent 


and 


Violence and Injury, in thoſe Things wherein they have a 
Right, is a mere dealing for the Preſervation of human Society, 
by the Defence of Perſons not acting againſt the Rules thereof. 
For this cauſe the Emperors of old till allowed the Novarians 
the Liberty of Worſhip, p. 308, ibid. 
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3 
and divine Syſtem of Doctrines; or complvin 

with and — a bt to the maſt perfect 2 
Worſhip; farther than this Profeſſion, or Compli- 
ance, proceeds from an inward Conviction and Per- 
ſuaſion of the Truth of theſe Doctrines, and the 
Acceptableneſs of that way of Worſhip to GOD: 
Now this inward Conviction and Perſuafion can 
never be the Effect of Force: Violence or Puniſh- 
ment may force Men to make an outward Profeſ- 
ſion, contrary to their inward Perſuaſion; or com- 
ply with outward Forms of Worſhip, while in 
cheir Hearts they abbor the Offering of the LORD; 
or may reſtrain them from that Profeſſion of what 
they believe to be true, which their Conſcience 
rompts them to, or the Performance of that 
orſhip which they believe Gop requires of 

them; but can never be of any Uſe to enlighteti 


the Mind or gain the Heart, without which there 


can be no true Religion. In a word, the Uſe of 
Force or Puniſhment in a Affairs of Conſcience 
and Religion can only tend to ote 65 
and is, — —— of zune Rel . 
The Abettors of Force in the Affairs of Reli- 
gion, or in dealing with Oppoſers of the Truth, 
m to be ſenſible that Methods of Violence can- 
not directly produce Conviction; . when they 
plead that they are for the Uſe of theſe only a- 
gainſt ſuch erroneous Perſons as are obſtinate a- 
gainſt Conviction; or to induce Men to attend to 
and examine the Evidence offered, which will un- 
avoidably iſſue in a Conviction of the Truth. But 
they who talk thus, ſeem to have forgot that evi- 
dent Maxim of the Poet, Male verum examinm 
anni carruptus quem & Man is effectually — 


l I bee examiniog fairly, ſo far as lie is laid 
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under any ſtrong Bials to one Side of the Queſtion, 

which does not ariſe from Evidence and the Me- 

rits of the Cauſe: And therefore the Uſe of Force 

to deter a Man from one kind of religious Profeſ- 

ſion, and compel him to another, is ſo far from 
being a proper Inducement to attend to and exa- 

mine the Evidence of the Truth; that it tends 

rather to hinder a Man from examining, or render 

him partial in his Enquiries, and to deter him 
from an Attention which, for ought he knows, 
may prove dangerous: It alſo tends to give him a 
Prejudice againſt the way which ſeems to ſtand in 
need of ſuch methods to ſupport it. Beſides, as a 
learned and worthy Author on this Argument: 
juſtly obſerves, © *Tis impoſſible for any Man to 
“ know certainly, how far Men have or have not 
“ confidered, or conſequently in what Caſes Pu- 
« niſhments may be uſeful or neceſſary to this 
« End; and therefore the plain Eng/z of this 
«ſeemingly plauſible Notion is, that Men are to 
« ſuffer theſe Puniſhments not tilł they cogſider, 
but till they change; and the Hypocrite by diſ- 
« {embling his Sentiments eſcapes, though he has 
not conſidered, while the facere Man, who has 
&. confider'd, but cannot find that Conviction o- 
“ thers think he may, continues to ſuffer without 
be hope or poſſibility of Relief. This, ſays 
another excellent Author *, “ is indeed a new 


Method of teaching. The Learner is compel- 


« led to believe a Concluſion for fear of Puniſh- 


* — | | — 8 — 
+ Synge's Serm, on Luke xiv. 23. 


is M$Lh& ww 4 


Merenfelt againſt the Authority of the Magit hate ovgt Cen a 


ſeience, the Engliſh Tranſlation, P. 77, 78. 
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that oppoſe themſelves. For theſe Reaſons, I can- 


1 
# 


t ment; the Deſign of which is only to make him 
c examine the Premifles.” But, to proceed, 

The Uſe of Force or Puniſhment in the Affairs 
of Conſcience. appears to me likewiſe peculiarly 
oppoſite: to the Spirit of Chriſtianity, and to the 
Deſign of our bleſſed Saviour's coming into the 


World, who came not to deſtroy Mens Lives, 


but to fave them. Chriſtianity is founded in Love 
and Goodneſs : Its great Deſign is to proclaim the 
divine Good-wmiZ towards. Men, and to promote 


Peace o Earth + It recommends itſelf, by the thi- 


ning Evidences of Truth and a divine Original, to 
our free Choice: It demands a Reception upon 
the footing of a fair Trial, and a rational Convi- 


ction; requires us to prove all things, and hold faſt. 


that which is good: The Weapons of our Warfare, 


in its Defence and Propagation, are not carnal, but 


that Armour of Righteouſneſs, thele proper Merhods 
of inward Conviction and Perſuaſion, which are 
ſuited. to gain à willing People, and mighty through 
GOD to the bringing of the Thoughts of Men into 
Captivity to the Obedience of Cbriſt; namely, 4 


Manifeſtation of the Truth to every Man's Conſcience e 


And, the Servant of the Lord muſt not ſtyive, but be 
gentle unto all Men, in Meekneſs inſftrutting thoſe 


nor 


Pa 


B 

* Goſpel-conſtitutions, in the caſe of Hereſy or Error, ſeem 
not to-fayour any Courſe of Violence, I mean of civil Penaltics. 
Foretold it is that Hereſies muſt be, 1 Cor. xi. 19. but this for 
the manifeſting of thoſe that are approved, not the deſtroying 
of thoſe that are not. — Admonitions, and  Excommunication 
upon rejecting of Admonition, are the higheſt Conſtitutions (I 
ſuppoſe) againſt ſuch Perſons: waiting with all Patience 2 
e pelt themſelves, if el any Time Ged wil gre them 

* pen 


G 
not think, that the Civil Magiſtrate, by N 
Chriſtian, can acquire any Right to enforce t 
Chriſtian Religion upon his Subjects by civil Pe- 
nalties: Not only, becauſe I find not the leaft In- 
timation in Scripture of any Power of this Sort 
given him by the great Author of our Faith; but 
alſo, becauſe ſuch a Manner of enforcing Chri- 
ſtianity appears to me quite diſagreeable to the 
Spirit and Genius of the Chriſtian Religion; and 
to theſe plain Declarations of our bleſſed Saviour, 
that his Kingdom is not 22 World, and that he 
came not to deſtroy Mens Lives but to ſave tbem. 
The Arguments for the Uſe of Force in the As- 
fairs of Conſcience or Religion, which ſome draw 
from the Commands given to the Few Magt- 
ſtrates to puniſh Idolaters, or Enticers to Idola- 
try, with Death, ſeem to me to ariſe from a Mif- 
underſtanding of the Ground and Reaſon of theſe — 
Commands. I look upon them to be a Part, not 
of the Moral Law given to the eus; but of that 
Political Law, concerning which our Confeſſon 0 
Faith, Chap. xix. G 4. ſays, © to them allo, 
%a Body Politick, he gave ſundry Judicial Laws, 
« which expired together with the State of that 
„People; not obliging any other now further, 
than the general Equity thereof may require.“ 
l 4 Th e cc 
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Repentance 10 the Acknowledgment of the Truth. Impriſoning, ce 
baniſhing, ſlaying, is ſcarcely a patient waiting. Go p doth not cc 
ſo wait upon Unbelievers. Perhaps thoſe who call for the cc 
Sword on carth, are as unacquainted with their own Spirits, cc 
as thoſe that call'd for Fire from Heaven, Luke xi. And per- cc 
haps the Parable of the Tares gives in a poſitive Rule as to this ce 

* Whole Buſineſs: I ſhall not fear to aſſert, that the Anſwers un» ct 

to it, borrowed by our Divines from Bellarmine, will not en- 2 

dure the Trial. Owen, u. 6. p. 3114. 3 


Cc wx 

The Law now mentioned, I reckon to have been 
Part of this Policical Law; and to have had its 
Reaſon and Foundation in a thing which was ve- 
ry peculiar in their Conſtitution : namely, That 
Gop condeſcended to interpoſe among them in 


2 viſible and conſpicuous manner; and formed 


them into a State, of which He himſelf was the 
Head and ſupreme Magiſtrate : And therefore, I- 
dolatry, among them, was not only a Sin againſt 
Go p, as the Creator and Governor of the World, 
the only Object of Divine Worſhip and Adorati- 
on; but was alſo the Crime of high Treaſon a- 
gainſt the ſupreme Head and King ot their State; 
and, as ſuch, was to be puniſhed with Death *. 
But there is now no ſuch Theocrasy to be found in 
the World. The Inſtitution of our bleſſed Sa- 

e | viour 
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* God ar that Time governed his People in ſuch a viſible 
and ſenſible Manner, that his Subjects could no more be igno- 
rant, that Jehovah was their King, than the Macedonians could 
help knowing that they had no other King but Alexander. Me- 
renfels, u. s. p. 81. | | | 

As to the Caſe of the Seducer, Deut. xiii. the learned Dr. 
Owen obſerves ſeveral Diſcrepancies between that, and the Caſe 
of puniſhing Hereticks: Particularly, “ (4.) This Seducer was 
{© to die without Mercy. There was no Expiation of his Tranſ- 
te greſſion, without his own Blood: But now this Place is 
cc arged for all Kind of Reſtraint and Puniſhment wharſoever. 
& Now where Gop requires Blood, is it allowed to Man to 


e commute at an inferior Rate? So I confeſs it is urged. Bur 


ce yet what lies at the Bottom, in the Chambers of their Bel- 
ce ſies, who plead for the Power of the Magiſtrate to punifh 
« erring Pertans, from theſe, and ſuch like Places as theſe, is 
c too apparent. Blood is there: ſwiftly or ſlowly they walk to 
ce the Chambers of Death. (7.) This Law contains the San- 
& ction of the third Commandment, as the Whole. was a Rule 


'< of the Jewiſh Polity in the Land of Canaan. This amongſt 


L us is generally conceived not binding, as ſuch, #. 5. 5. 254+" 


% 


r | 
viour introduces no particular or extraordinary 
Scheme of Politicks ; but leaves the ſeveral Civil 


Conſtitutions in the World, and the Civil Rights 


both of Governors and Subjects, as it found 


them: And our bleſſed Lord never gives the leaft 
Intimation that His Commands (which cannot be 
obeyed as they ought, but when they are obey- 
ed from the Heart) ſhould be enforced by the 
Awe and Power of the ſecular Arm : But, on the 
contrary, hath plainly told us, that his Church is 
His Kingdom, in which He alone is King; and 
that this Kingdom is not of this World. 

Nay, ſo far is the Application of Civil Pains 
and Penalties in the Affairs of Conſcience and Re- 
ligion, from being agreeable to the Spirit of the 
Chriſtian Inſtirution ; that it appears plainly in the 
Propherical Part of the N. 7. to be made one of 
the diſtinguiſhing Characters of that grand Apoſta- 
cy from the Truth and Spirit of Chriſtianity (while 
the Name, and ſomething of the Form of it is re- 
rained) which is there foretold; Rev. xiii. 1 5, 17. 
That as many ag would not worſhip the Image of the 
Beaſt ſbould be killed; and that no Man might buy 


or ſcll ſave he that had the Mark: According» 


ly, we may obſerve in Fact, that the Uſe of the 
Sword, to propagate what they call the Catbolick 
Faith, and extirpate what they call Hereſy, has 
been the conſtant and avowed Principle and Pra- 
ctice of the Church of Rome. And J own it con- 
tributes not a little to increaſe my Abhorrence af 
all Perſecution for Conſcience Sake, and of the 
Principles by which it is ſupported; to obſerve, 
in the Practice of that Apoſtate Church, What Ha- 
vock it has made in the Earth; how it has de- 


ee as rr - am Ta cada . ] wc co 


a. do. oi Oe a a 11. oe 


v4 3 


populated Nations, and laid waſte flouriſhing 


Countries; what Cruelties and Barbarities it has/ 
cauſed ; enough to fill any Perſon with Horror, 


who has the leaſt Remains in him of the Spirit 


of Chriſtianity, or even of common Humanity; 
while Men, from an impious and inſolent Pre- 
tence of Zeal for Gop, have laid waſte the no- 
bleſt Part of his Creation! The contrary Prin- 
ciples of Liberty, and the Right of private Judg- 


ment appear to me the true Principles of the Re- 


formation; on which alone it can be defended : 
Whatever Miſtakes ſome of the firſt Reformers 
(who, with all their valuable Qualities, were, at 
beſt, but fallible Men) might till retain about 
theſe Matters: But, in their Circumſtances, it 
ſeems far more to be wondered at, that they threw 
off ſo many Errors, than that they retained” ſoms. 
Bur, certainly, if the Principle of examining for 
one's ſelf in Religious Matters, in Oppoſition to 
relying on human Authority, be the true Principle 


of the Reformation; ſo muſt the Principles of Li- 


berty of Conſcience and the Right of private 
Judgment be: And it is the moſt ſhameful Trifl- 
ing to explain this Right away, into “ a Right 
« of every Man to judge for himſelf in his own 
« Mind; provided he keeps his Judgment to him- 
« felt, even while his Conſcience leads him to = 
« feſs it”. Such a Right might have been fully 
and peaceably enjoyed in the Church of Rome; 
without any Neceſſity of ſeparating. from it, or 
bearing Teſtimony againſt its Errors and Corrupti- 


ons. The Church of Rome's being ever fo far in 


the Wrong could never have been a ſufficient 
Warrant to any to ſeparate from it, unleſs they 
| 25 4464-8 a 30M had 


| * 


| 


( 14 ) 
had 4 Right to examins the Deciſions of that 
Church, and judge for themſelves concerning 
them; and alſo to declare and profeſs — ä 


ment, and af agreeably to it. This therefore is 


well known to be the great and fundamental Point 
in Debate, betwixt the Abettors of the Church 


of Rome, and the moſt able Advotates for the 
Reformation *. And certainly, nothing can be a 


more inconſiſtent Part in Proteſtants, than to deny 
to others the Liberty they take to themſelves; 
and upon the Juſtneſs of the Claim to which the 
Defence of the Reformation intirely depends f. 
For theſe Reaſons, Sir, I cannot allow of the 
Lawfulneſs of the Uſe of Force or Puniſhment in 
the Affairs of Conſcience or Religion, conſider- 
ed as ſuch; or that Men can be juſtly liable to 
be puniſhed by the Civil Magiſtrate merely for a 
miſtaken Profeſſion of Religion, or a falſe and er- 
roneous way of Worſhip. 8 
But as, for the Reaſons above alledged, I think, 
that no Man's Religious Principles, or way of 
Worſhip, conſidered as ſuch, can juſtly expoſe him 
to be puniſhed by the Civil Magiſtrate : So, on 
the other Hand, I think, That no Man's Religi- 
„ e: 008 


-. 


- * Sce theſe Points largely handled by thoſe great and able De- 
fenders of the Reformation, Meſſieurs Claud and Pajon, in 
their unanſwerable Replies ro the | Prejugez legitimes contre les 
Calviniſtes. 8 | | | 

We don't deny to- others the ſame Liberty which we take 
to ourſelves. (Pref. to the Conf. of Faith, p. 63. . 

Nothing is more contrary to the Principles of Proteſtan- 
tiſm, than Force in Matters of Religion; and Violence much 
leſs becomes them,; than the Church of Rome, whole pretended 
Infallibility in every reſpect fayours the Doctrine of Compul- 
hon, Merenfeli, u. s. p. 712727272: 
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to che Civil Magiſtrate to puniſh che venting of a- 


15 

Hus Principles, nor his real or pretended Obliga- 
tions of Conſcience, exempt him from Puniſiment; 
if they lead him to commit any Matter of Wrong 
or wicked Leudneſs, whereby his Nei ate 
injured, or the Peace of human Society diſturb- 
ed: Whether a Man makes Uſe of a Pretence of 
Conſcience, or the Obligations of che Religion he 

rofeſſes, to palliate ſuch Offences; or is, iu Rea- 
lity, led to commit them by a miſtaken Conſci- 
ence, or the Principles of a falſe Religion; his 
doing Hurt, or giving Diſturbance, does, of itſelf, 
render him liable to Puniſhment, from whatever 
Principle it proceeds: The Queſtion, in order to 
a Perſon's being liable to Puniſhment before a hu- 
man Tribunal, is not, from what inward Prin- 
ciple he acts? (for of this, it does not belong to 
the Province of earthly Governors to judge) but, 
What he does? not, Whether his Conſcience leads 
him to do ſo and ſo? Whether it be a Part of his 
Religion; or, what other Principle leads him to 
it? but, Whether he does hurt, or diſturbs the 
publick Peace? If he does, he is liable to be 
puniſhed, according to the Nature of the Hurt 
done, or Diſturbance given; and as the Ends of 


Civil Government require: For, it is the proper 
Province of the Civil Magiſtrate to preſerve the 


publick Peace, and protect every Member of the 


Community from Wrong; and to reſtrain Men 
from doing Hurt to their Neighbours, or diſturbing 


the Peace of the Society, from any Principle, or 
upon any Pretence whatſoe ver. 

From hence, Sir, it is eaſy to ſee, That the 
Principles I am now defending, allow it to belong 


any 


| 6 x6 ) 
ny ſuch Religious Errors as are ſubverſive of Or- 
der and Peace in Society; or evidently endanger 
Mens Lives and Properties; any ſuch Ways of 
Religious Worſhip as are hurtful to Men in their 
-natural or civil Rights, ſuch as cruel or laſcivious 
Kites; all violent Diſtarbances of the Church, or 


ſuch Attacks upon the Religion received and pro- 
-Feſſed as are real Breaches of the Peace *. It is 
ae re 35 evident 
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Errors, tho? never ſo impious, are yet diſtinguiſhed from 
Peace diſturbing Enormities. If Opinions, in their own Na- 
ture, tend to the Diſturbance of the publick Peace; either that 
ublick Tranquillity is not of Gop, or God allows a penal 
Reſtraint of theſe Opinions. It is a Miſtake to affirm, that theſe 
who plead for Toleration do allow of Puniſhment for Of. 
fences againſt the ſecond Table, not againſt the firſt: The Caſe 
is the ſame both in reſpect of the one and the other. What Of 
nces againſt the ſecond Table are puniſhable? Doubtleſs not 
all; but only ſuch as by diſorderly eruption pervert the Courſe 
of publick Quiet and Society. Yea, none bur ſuch fall under 
human Cognizance. The Warrant of exerciſing vindictive 
Power among Men, is from the Reference of Offences to their 
common Tranquillity, Delicta puniri publice intereſt. Where 
Puniſhment is the Debt, bonum totius is the Creditor to exact it. 
And this is allowed as to the Offences againſt the firſt Table. 
If any of them, in their own Nature, (not ſome Mens apprehen- 
-fions) are Diſturbances of publick Peace, they alſo are puniſh- 
= only, let not this be meaſured. by diſputable Conſe- 
quences, no more than the other are: let the Evidence be in 
the Things themſelves. Owen, u. s. p. 291. 2840144 
And p. 293. He applies this to the Caſe of Blaſphemies, 
thus:  Blaſphemy in the Scripture is never taken in any Place, 
that I can remember, for a Man's maintaining his own Error; 
but for his revilipg and ſpeaking Evil of the Truth which he 
receives not. Now, if Men to whom Forbearance is in- 


dulged in By paths of their own, ſhall make it their Work to 


caſt Dirt on the better Ways of Truth, it is to me very queſti» 
onable, whether they do not offend againſt that prime Dictate 
of Nature, for the Preſervatiom of human Society, od bo 
II ri 
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evident likewiſe, that the View, in which ſuch things 
fall under the Cognizance and Laſh of the Civil 
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Magiſtrate, agreeably to the Nature and Deſign 
of his Office, is not as they are Religious Errors; 
bur as they are Diſturbances of that Peace of So- 


ciety which it is his proper Province to prelerye, 


and Invaſions of thoſe Rights of his Subjects of 


* 
* 


Which he is the Guardian and Protector +: 


* 
* 


\ 


0 
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fieri non vis, alteri ne fectris. And for ſuch I will be no Adyo- 
—_ | | by | 
And p. 310, c. He mentions ſeveral other Caſes and In- 
flances of like Nature: Such Perſons, as having embraced any 
falſe Principles —concerning Go p and his Worſhip, do pur- 
ſue the upholding and propagaring ſuch Principles in a difor- 
derly Manner to the Diſturbance of civil Society, are doubtleſs 
under his {the Magiſtrate's] reſtraining Power, to be ated and 
put forth in ſuch Ways, as to other - Perſons running into the 
ſame, or the like Compals of Diſorder, upon other Grounds, 
and from the Inſtigation of other Luſts. The Pretence of Di- 
ſturbance and Confuſion, upon the bearing with Differences in 
Opinion about n commanded: in Religion, we before re- 
jected, as a Colour fitted only for the wearing of Perlecution. 
But actual Diſturbances indeed muſt have actual Reſtraints. — 
If any Perſons whatfoever, upon any Pretence whatſoever, (hall 
-ofter Violence or Diſturbance to the Profetlors of the true Wor- 
{hip of God, ſuch Perſons are to fear that Power, which is 
the Miniſter of Go, and a Revenger to them that do Evil. 
I If there be a twofold Judicature appointed for the fame Per- 
ſon, for the ſame Crime, is it not becauſe one Crime may in 
diverſe Reſpects fall under ſeveral Confiderations > And muſt 
not theſe Conſiderations be preſerved immixed, that the formal 
Reaſon of proceeding in one Court may not be of any Weighr 
in the other? We proved before, —thar the Church is Judge 


in caſe of Hereſy and Error, as ſuch, to proceed againſt them as 


contrary to the Goſpel : = It now this be afterwards 
brought under another Sentence, of another Judicature, muſt it 
not be under another Conſideration? Now what can this be 
bur *ris Diſturbance of civil Society? Which when it doth fo, 

| ' | not 
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Now, without confining the Civil Magiſtrate's 


Power of puniſhing within ſuch Boundaries as 
theſe enbag from the very Nature and End of 
his Office: am not able to ſee, upon what con- 
ſiſtent Principles all the bloody and lamentable 
Effects of Perſecution that have ever obtained in 


the World can have an effectual Stop put to them; 


or all the Fury of Perſecutors be effectually pre- 
vented from returning again, and reacting its hor- 
rid Part on the Stage of the World. What con- 
firms me in this Thought is, that I am able to 
obſerve only three Schemes concerning the Ma- 
giſtrate's Power of puniſhing, with Regard to the 
Affairs of Conſcience and Religion, that can be 
reckoned really different : Either, 1. 'That which 
I am now defending, which allows the Magiſtrate 
no Right to puniſh Men for their religious Miſtakes, 
conſidered as ſuch; but confines his Power of pu- 
niſhing, to ſuch Crimes as diſturb the Peace of So- 
ciety, are ſubverſive of the Government, or inva- 
five of the private Rights of particular Subjects. 
Or, 2. That, which, allowing the Magiſtrate's 
Right of puniſhing to extend to the Affairs Reli- 
gion as ſuch, makes the Religion of the Magi- 
{trate, or of the Publick, whatever it is, to be the 
Standard; from which every different Profeſſion 
or Form is to be violently reſtrained, and makes 
Men liable ro Puniſhment: This is plainly the 
Hobbiſi-principle ; and the Conſequences and Ab- 
ſurdities of it are ſufficiently obvious. Or, 3. 
That which maintains the Magiſtrate, who is of 
the 

not in Prerence, but really and actually, none denies it to be 
* 1 Duty to interpoſe with his Power. Ourn, u. 
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the true Religion, only to have the Right of pu- 
niſhing thoſe who are , a different = : Frogs | 
this, I obſerve, i, That it makes no Difference 
as to the Nature and End of the Civil Magiſtrate's 
Office, whether he is of the true Religion, or not; 
provided he has a Capacity for exerciſing his Go- 
vernment ſo as to anſwer the End of his Office 
for the Peace and Wellfare of humane Society in 
its Civil Concerns: and therefore the Office and 
Characters of the Civil Magiſtrate are aſcribed in 
the N. Teſt. to thole who were not of the true 
Religion, but Idolaters ; and Infidelity or Differ- 
ence in Religion is juſtly reckoned not to make 
void the Magiſtrate's juſt and legal Authority: To 
have Government among them, for the Security 
of their natural and civil Rights, being the com- 
mon Privilege of Mankind, whatever Religion 
they are of. Beſides, this third Scheme is the 
very Principle of Perſecution maintained by the 
Romiſþ Church: For the Principle of Perſecution, 
as it is maintained by them, (however they do 
further err in the Application of it) is not to per- 
fecute Men for the Truth, but -for their Errors; 
and the Method of Perſecution is only applied by 
them for reclaiming or extirpating, thoſe, who, af- 
ter the way which they call Hereſy, ſo worſhip 
Gov. Further, this Scheme, in its Conſequences 
and Application, muſt come to the ſame Effect with 
the ſecond: For that, to every Civil Magiſtrate, 
will be the true Religion, which he receives for 
ſuch ; and of Conſequence, the power of the Sword 
pur in his Hands, for enforcing and propagating of 
N Religion, and —— —— one among 
his Subjects, muſt, in Fact, and in che Applicati- 
ee 


Fe * The learned Dr. Owen, u. s. p. 297, ſhows, That it i 
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on of it, be always employed for enforcing the 


Religion of rhe Magiſtrate himſelf, whatever it be, 
and extirpating whatever is oppoſite to it: And, 
conſidering that, as the Apoſtle obſerved long a- 


£0, that not many mighty, not many noble are called; 


o, it has been Matter of obvious Obſervation” in 


all Ages ſince, how few of the Powers of the 


Earth have embraced and eſpouſed the true Reli- 
gion; how ſeldom many of the great and mighty 
have ſhown any Concern about 7y4th in this Mat- 
ter; and how little is to be expected this way 
from Men ſurrounded with worldly Pleaſure, 
Power and Flattery; how apt they are to make 
no other Uſe of Religion, than to debaſe it into a 
Tool of State, an Engine of Ambition and world- 
Iy Policy: confidering all this, it may be abun- 
dantly obvious, That, as this Principle will always 
be applied, even the Profeſſion of true Religion is 
not only likely to gain very little, but to loſe a 
great deal in the World by it“. Nor is oy a 

| = | are 
HT 2 BE . y + 


1 


— — . 


® 
* 


not the Privile e of Truth to furniſh its Aſſertors with this Per- 
ſuaſion, that the Diſſenters from it ought forcibly to be oppoſ- 
ed, reſtrained, puniſhed. Of which he gives a Series of Inſtances 


and Proofs ;, and, among the reſt, Cain, ſays he, ſeems to me to 


have laid the Foundation of that Cruelty, which was afterwards ' 


inſerred into. the Church's Orthodoxies, by the Name of Here» 
ticidium. And p. 298, he mentions the Advice given by Me- 
cenas to Auguſtus in Dion Caſſius, To usv O, &c. Worſhip, 
ſays he, the Divine Power thyſelf according to the Conſtitutions 
of thy Cougtry always, and at all Times, and compel ethers ſo 


to honour it, but hate and puniſh thoſe who introduce foreign Re- 


ligions; "nat only ſor the Gods Sake, whom he who contemneth 


, willirega#d nothing elſe; but becauſe ſuch,, introducing new Dai- 


rſuade g de ang ug, L. ars ue change feel! 


re Conjurations, Seditions, private Societies, Things no 
| way 
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bare Point of Theory; a mere probable Repreſen- 
tation of what is likely to be, drawn from ab- 
eie he e 11190 ira 
2401 . — — 
way conducing to Monarchy. Hiſt. Rom. 1. 152, and l. 36. The 
Antichriſtian Power ſuccecding into the Room of the Paganiſn, 
the Pope and Councils of the Emperors and Senate, it was 
quickly confirmed, that none ſhould be ſuffered to live in Peace, 
Who received not his Mark and Name, Rev. xiii. 16, 17. 
whereunto, for my Part, I cannot but refer very many of thoſe 
following Imperial Conſtitutions, which were made at firſt a- 
gainſt the Oppoſers of the Church's Orthodoxiſm, bur were 
turned againſt the Witneſſes of Es Us in the Cloſe. ———— The. 
Reaſons of this Eſtabliſhment among che Pagan] Romans, till: 
common to them who walk in the ſame Paths with them, were, 
1.” That Toleration of ſundry Ways of Worſhip, and ſeveral 
Religions, tends to the Diſturbance of the Commonwealth and 
Civil Society. 2. That hereby the Gods were diſhonoured, and 
provoked to plague them p. 299. See that great Cham-' 
pion Cardinal Bellar mine fighting with thele very Weapons, L. 
de Laicis, c. 21. And indeed, however illuſtrated, improved, 
adorned, ſupported, flouriſhed, and ſweetned, they are the Sum 
of all that to this Day hath been ſaid in the ſame Caſe. And, 
p. 399, This was the old Roman Way: And I thought it not 
amiſs to cautionate thoſe enjoying Truth and Authority, chat if 
it be poſſible they may not walk in their Steps and Methods: 
The Courſe accounted ſo ſovereign for the Extirpation of Er- 
ror, was, as you ſee, firſt invented for the Extirpation of Truth. 
And then he ſhows, that, as in all Ages the worſt of Men have 
ſer at the upper End of the World, the general Iflue of puniſh- 
ing for Conſcience ſake, hath been pernicious, fatal and dread- 
tul ro the Profeſſion and Profeſſors of the Goſpel. And p. 301, 
This then, in its Latitude, proving ſo pernicious to the Profel- 
ſion of the Goſpel, having for ſo long driven the Woman 
into the Wilderneſs, and Truth into Corners, being the main 
Engine whereby the Tower of Babel was built, and that which 
at this Day they cty Grace unto as the Foundation-ſtone of the 
whole Antichriſtian Fabrick if, we had need be cautious what 
Uſe we make (as one terms it well) of the Broom of Anti- 
chriſt to ſweep the Church of Cx x1sT. Whether that weare 
in the Truth, and they blinded with Error, of whom we have 
ipoken, be a ſufficient Plea, we ſhall fee anon. In the mean 
WOK CONST 26n kb VE GTG go OB OT 0047 e whe 
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ſtract Views of the lamentable Frailties of human 
Nature, and the Circumſtances: of the Great: 
But is confirmed by a long and general Obſerva- 
tion of what has happened in Fact, in moſt Ages 
and Countries of the World; Do we not plainl 
ſe, that what, in moſt Places of the World, an 
for many Ages, paſſes for the true Religion, and 
is the Religion of the Publick and the Magiſtrate, 
zs, in Reality, the groſſeſt Idolatry, or the vileſt 
Superſtition? and has not the Application of this 
Prineiple, That the true Religion is the parti- 
« cular Care of the Civil Magiſtrate; that he is 
« to employ the Power of the Sword for enforc- 
c“ ing and propagating the true Worſhip, and ex- 
< tirpating Error, Herefy and Blaſphemy ; filled 
large Tracts of the Earth, for many Years toge- 
ther, with Maſſacre and Blood-ſhed ? Has ir not 
laid waſte famous Countries; and worn out the 
Saints of the moſt High from the Earth ? Is it 
not from this Principle, as it has been applied, that 
200 7 the 
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time we may do well to remember what Lewis XII. of France 
ſaid, yea ſwore concerning the Inhabitants of Mirindol, whom 
by the Inſtigation of his Prelates he had ordered to be flain, 
when News was brought him what was their Converſation and 
Way of Life; Let them be Hereticks if you pleaſe, ( ſaid he) bus 
aſſuredly they are better than I and my Catholicks : Take heed 
leſt the puniſhed be better than the Puniſhers. Then, p. 303, 
he repreſents a perpetual Coincidence of the Cauſes by them held 
forth who pretend to plead for juſt Severity, with their Pre- 
tences who have acted unjuſt Perſecution. The Definition of 
Hereſy is agreed on for the main; only the Papiſt place the 
Church's Determination, where others thruſt in the Heretick's 
Conviction, a Thing much more obſcure to Byſtanders and 
Judges alſo. We uſe no other Arguments, cite no other 
Texts, preſs no other Conſequences for the puniſhing of other 
Hereſies, than the Papiſts, the wiſeſt Herencks breathing, do 
for the Puniſhment of us. = 


G (v9 7 _, = 
the true Worſhippers of Gop have been killed all \ * 
the Day long, and counted as ſheep for the Slaugh- \ 
ter; and had their Blood ſhed like Water round 6 
about the Streets of many a famous City? Is it 8 
not from this Principle, that many, of whom the 3 
World was not worthy, have had Trial of cyuel 
Abe kings, Bonds and Impriſonments; have been 
tortured, foned, ſlain with the Sword, and even 
ſawn aſunder ; have been deſtitute, „ Top 
mented ? Was it not from this Principle, that the 
primitive Chriſtians were perſecuted as Atheiſts 
and Introducers of ſtrange Gods, were haraſſed 
and murdered with the moſt exquiſite Tortures, 
exceeding numerous Deaths ? Is it not from this 
Source, that myſtical Babylon has become drank 
with the Blood of the Saints and Martyrs ſlain 
for the Teſtimony of FESUS? Nay, Was it 
not from this Principle, as it was applied, that the 
bleſſed Son of Gop and Saviour of the World 
himſelf was crucified as a Blaſphemer ; being run 
down by the Outcries of a blind and furious mul- 
titude, ftirred up by their wicked Prieſts and Ru- 
lers; the High-prieft, with a well feigned Zeal, 
rending his Cloths and crying out, We have 
4 heard his Blaſphemy* ! I-know it will readily 
be replied ; that all this has proceeded from a'Mif- 
application of that Principle, and not from the 
Principle itſelf: But to this I anſwer, chat this 
Miſ- application is unavoidable, while the Principle 
takes Place, and while Men are what they are; 
that this is the Application that always has been, 
and always will be made of it, while it is a Principle 
received by the Powers of the Earth; that to them 
« it, belongs to imploy the Sword for at + 
; D 


an Invaſion of the private Rights of others, or a 
Diſturbance of the Peace of Society; the Foun- 


and Blood- ſhed would be quite taken away. 
fine, Sir, What would have been the Conſequence, 


24 *) 


< the true Religion, and extirpating a falſe one?” 


Whereas, if it was underſtood: by the Civil Go- 


vernors of the Earth, as it is founded in the true 


Principles of Civil Government, that they are to 
puniſh nothing, but What may be juſtly reckoned 


dation and Source of all that Havock, . 


if the Principle “ of the Magiſtrates Right and 
« Duty to puniſh his Subjects for their Religious 


« Miſtakes or Errors in Worſhip, conſidered as 
« ſuch,” had been profeſſed and under flood to be a 


genuine Principle of Chriſtianity, when it made 
its firſt Entrance into the World? as it muſt, 


jf it was really fo, according to that Sincerity, 


which belongs to the Spirit of Chriſtianity: Had 
this been the Language of the firſt Preachers. of 


- 


the Chriſtian Religion; “ we come now to em- 
« ploy the Evidence of Truth and Demonſtration 
of the Spirit, to ſhew you, that ny are no 


« Gods, that are made with Mens Hands; and 


C to turn you from Idols, to ſerve the living and 


true Gop: We have no other Weapons now, 
< to compel Men to come into the true Church, 
« or to ſtop the Mouths of Gain-ſayers, but 
«thoſe of Inſtruction and Perſuaſion; no other 
.« Terrors to perſuade Men by, but the Terror 0 
« the LORD. But, be.it known. unto you, that 
©« if once the Kingdoms of the Earth were become 
the Kingdoms of our Loxp and of his CR IST 
« if once we had got the Powers of the Earth 
Lon our Side; we will then jncylcate it Aa 
8 | ce „II. 
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e endure Perſecution, but never to perſecute “ 
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& as their Duty, as they will be faithful and an- 
4 ſwerable to Gop by whom they reign, to de- 
fend the Truth, and ſtop the Mouths of Gain- 
« ſayers, by Terrors of another Sort; to bring 
every Man to the true Faith, or, at leaſt, hin- 
4 der him from profeſſing and venting any thing 
& contrary to it, by Fines and Impriſonments, Ba- 
“ niſhments, Racks and Gibbets, and the like 
« wholeſome Severities!” What Reception, do 
you think, what Treatment could ſuch a Religi- 
on have obtained, or expected in the World? 
But as this is far from being the Language of our 


bleſſed Saviour and his Apoſtles; ſo, whatever 


Sentiments ſome later Fathers, and other Divines 
in yet later Ages, have gone into about that Mat- 
ter; yet the Primitive Chriſtians, in the firſt and 
pureſt Ages of Chriſtianity, and particularly, the 
1 Apologiſts ſor Chriſtianity againſt the 

agans, expreſs quite other Principles; and boaſt 
of it againſt the Heathens, as a genuine Chara- 
cter of Truth and the true Religion, that it neither 
asked nor ſtood in need of Force and Violence 
to ſupport it, or to ſtop the Mouths of Gain-ſay- 
ers: The true Religion would animate Men to 


»” 
. 


As 


* — — 
2»⸗„ 


„ — 


For zoo Years the Church had no Aſſiſtance from any 
Magiſtrate againſt Hereticks; and yet in all that Space there was 
not one long-lived, or far ſpreading Hereſy, in compariſon of 
thoſe that followed. As the Diſeaſe is ſpiritual, fo was the Re- 
medy that in thoſe Days was applied, and the Lord ſeſus Chriſt 
made it effectual. The Chriſtians alſo of thoſe Days diſclaimed 
all Thoughts of ſuch Proceedings. The Expreflions of the moſt 
ancient, as Polycarpus, Ignatius, Ireneus, concerning Hereticks, 
ate ſharp and curyng, their Church cenſures and Ejections 
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piercing and ſharp; but for corporal Puniſhment to be in- 


l 


As for what you alledge concerning the Conſe- 


quences of ſo extenſive a Toleration as I ſeem to 
| ; | plead 
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flited on them, in their Writings not a Syllable: until Augu- 
ſtine was changed from his firſt Reſolution and Perſuaſion, by 
the Madneſs of the Donatiſtical Circumcellians, this Doctrine had 


poor Footing in Antiquity: And whether his Reaſons as to this 


Point be convincing, let any impartial Man read his Epiſtle 50, 
and determine. What ſome ſay, that Chriſtians would have 
been of another Mind, had they enjoyed Chriſtian Magiſtrates, 
is ſo ſuited to our preſent Frame and Temper, butſo unworthy 
of: them, that I ſhould wrong them by a Defenſative. What 
was their Senſe of them, in a ſpiritual Way, is clear. Sure- 
ly had theſe Men perceived the Mind of God for their bodily 
Puniſhment, they would not have failed to ſignify their Minds 


therein; but truly their Expreſſions hold our rather the quite 


contrary. Tes puozvTas T0 Oe x, A. Count them Enemies, 
and ſeparate from them, who hate God; but for beating or per- 
ſecuting them, that is proper to the Heathen, who know not 
GOD, nor our Saviour; do not you [0? Ignatius Epiſt. ad Philad. 
Videte ne & hoc ad irreligioſitatis elogium concurrat, adimere 


libertatem religionis, & interdicere optionem divinitatis, ut non 


liceat mihi colere quem velim, ſed cogar colere quem nolim. Nemo 


| ſe ab invito coli vellet, ne homo quidem. Tertull. apol. cap. 23. 


And again to Scapula the Governor of Carthage, to diſſuade 
him, from the Perſecution he intended: Tamen humani juris 
& naturalis poteſtatis eſt unicuique quod putaverit colere, nec 
ali obeſt aut prodeſt alterius religio : ſed nec religionis eſt cogere 


 religionem, que ſponte ſuſcipi debeat, non vi, ec. — In the 


three firſt Cehturies many — corrupt Opinions were broached; 
but they laid little hold of the Churches, — and did very 
little promote the Myſtery of Iniquity: Bur afterwards when 


— the great Men of the Earth — began to interpoſe in the 


Things of Religion, and were mutually woed, inſtigated, and 
provoked by the Parties at Variance ( as indeed it is a Shame to 
conſider upon all Meetings, Aſſemblies, Diſputes, Councils, 
what running, what flattering, what Inſinuation at Court were 
uſed on all Hands) what Root did divers Herefies take, how 
far were they propagated? Furthermote, by the Ways which 
rn 

Initigs- 


"LS = 
plead for; “ the open ſpreading of errors, here- 
« fjes, Oc. I anſwer, 1. that it is not fo clear as 
you ſeem to 11 that I do, in a proper Senſe, 
plead for any Toleration of Errors and Hereſies at 
all. I am not for diſputing about Words. If by 
Toleration is only meant “ an Exemption from 
&« all civil Penalties and penal Laws, on account 
« merely of religious Differences or Errors in 

D 2 ec, 


— — 
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Inſtigation of Prelates, the Emperors were (to their own Ru- 
in) perſuaded to them, the Man of Sin walked to his Throne. 
Theſe very Laws — which were obtained ** erring Per- 
ſons, did the Biſhops of Rome invert and ule againſt all the 
Witneſles of JEsus. The Devil durſt nor be fo bold as to 
imploy that his grand Agent in his Apprenticeſhip againſt the 
Saints; bur he rſt ſuſters him to exerciſe his Hand againſt 
Hereticks, intending to make Uſe of him afterwards to ano- 
ther Purpoſe, — Neither did the Chriſtians of old at once ſtep 
into the Perſuaſion of puniſhing corporally in caſe of Reli- 
gion. Conſtantine makes a Decree at firſt, That Liberty of 

orſhip is not to be denied, &c. Afterwards, when he 


V 
began a little further to engage himſclf in the Buſineſs of Re- 


ligion, being indeed wearied with the Petitions of Biſhops 
and their Aſſociates, for the Perſecution of one another, 
what Troubles in a few Years did he intricate himſelf withal ? 
Perplexed he was in his Spirit to ſee the untoward Revengeful- 
neſs of that Sort of People; inſomuch that he writes expreſly 
to them, being aſſembled in Concil at Tyre, That they had 
neither Care of the Truth, nor Love to Peace, nor Conſcience of 
Scandal, nor would by any Means be prevailed on to lay down 
their Malice and Animoſities. Socrat. Hiſt. I. 1. c. 222. 
And when this Knack was once found out of promoting a Sect ' 
by Imperial Favour, it is admirable to conſider how theſe good 
Princes, Conſtantine and his Sons, were abuſed, miſled, enraged, 
engaged into mutual Diſſentions, by the Lies, Flatteries, and 
Equivocations of ſuch as called themſelves Biſhops. Ruffin. Eccl. 
Hiſt. l. 1. c. 15, 16, &c. as alſo how ſoon with the ma- 
ny the whole Buſineſs of Religion was hereupon turned into a 
Matter of external Pomp and Dominion, Owen, u. s. p. 303, 
26 
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« Forme z, I am certainly pleading for a free 
0 


and ample Toleration, to all peacęable Subjects, 
to profeſs their religious Principles, and defend 
them in a peaceable Manner; and to worſhip 


Go according to their Conſciences: and in this 


Senſe, I own, the Word Toleration is very com- 
monly uſed; tho' I think it may be a Queſtion, 
whether very properly; and whether, to many; it; 
does not convey a very different Idea? In reality, 
Sir, can a Man, in a proper Senſe, be ſaid to be 


for tolerating, what he is heartily for uſing all 


lawful and proper Means to prevent or extirpate? 
tho'he is againſt the Uſe of Means which he is perſua- 
ded are neither lawful nor proper for that purpoſe . 

* | Now 


— — 


* Is the Orthodox Magiſtrate obliged to zolerats all Manner 
of Errors in his Subjects? He is ſo indeed, if there be no other 


— 


Remedy for them but Force and civil Penalties, But I deny this 


is the only Remedy, I deny it is the propereſt; nay, I deny it is 
a Remedy at all. There is no Conſequence then in this Argu- 
ment, the Civil Magiſtrate may not extirpate erroneous O- 
s pinions by Forge and civil Penalties; therefore he muſt tole. 


« rate them.” CHRIS came not to deſtroy Mens Lives but 


ro {ave them; he would not have Fire call'd down from Hcaven 


ro conſume the Samaritans; did he therefore tolerate dangerous 
Errors? The Apoſtles profeſſed the Arms of their Warfare were 
not carnal ; did they therefore tolerate the Errors of the Jews 


and Gentiles which they were ſent to extirpate? Did the pri- 
mitive Chnſtians, who knew how to ſuffer, bur not to offer 


Violence, tolerate Errors? On the contrary, they, if ever any 


were, were irreconcileable Enemies of Error, which with un- 
relenting Enmity they warr'd with even unto Death, attacking 
it with the greateſt Vigour and Reſolution, and defeating it with 
more Succels than all the Power and Force of Man united, all 
the Inquiſitors, Goalers, Rackers and Torturers inthe World, all 
the Legions, and Armies, and Dragoons that have been raiſed a- 
gainſt Hereticks and Unbclicyers ever did, Werenfels, u. s. p. 


71, W_Oy gy CET EFT S 


8 
Now, I think, I have ſhown, that the Uſe of 
Force or Puniſhment is neither a lawful nor a pro. 
per Method for extirpating Error and Hereſy: 
And I know, Sir, you can eaſily believe me, 
when TI, aſſure you, that I am moſt fincerely and 
heartily for every Man, in his Station, uſing all 
lawful and proper Means for defending and pro- 
pagating the Truth, and extirpating all Errors 
and Hereſies; and that with a Zeal and Earneſt- 
neſs proportioned to the Greatneſs of the Errors 
to be combated, and the Importance of the 
Truths to be defended 4. 2. However frightful 
the Conſequences of ſuch a Toleration as I plead 
for may be, the Civil Magiſtrate is not to go out 
of his Sphere to prevent them; it does not belon 


* 


＋ All Perſons who have any Intereſt — in Truth are ob 
liged, in their ſeveral Ways and Stations, to an Oppoſition un- 
to every Error, an Oppoſition to be carried on by Goſpel me- 
diums and ſpiritual Weapons. The ſpiritual Sword of Diſci- 
pline may be lawfully ſheathed in the Blood of Herefies, = 
When the Cure is ſuited ro the Malady, there is no Danger of 
the Application. The Blood of many erring Perſons, I doubr 
not, Will one Day have a Quo Warrante granted them, againſt 
their (as to the Particulars in Debate) orthodox Slayers, wha ' 
did it to promote the Service of God. Let them not fear an, 
n who uſe the Diſcipline of CHRIST according 
to his Appointment. This being conſidered, the Occaſion of a 
moſt frequent Paralogiſm is removed: If Errors muſt be toles. 
rated, ſay ſome, then Men may do what they pleaſe, without 
Controul; no Means, it ſeems, muſt be uſed to reclaim them. 
But is Goſpel · conviction no Means? Hath the Sword of Diſci- 
pline no Edge? ls there no Means of Inſtruction in the New, 
Teſtament eſtabliſhed but a Priſon and a Halter? Are the Ham- 
mer of the word, and the Sword of the Spirit, which in the 
Days of old broke the ſtubborneſt Mountains, and. overcame 
the proudeſt Nations, now quite uſeleſs 2 God forbid! Oweny - 
Us S. p. 295» | . 


1 . 


to him to uſe any other Methods for preventing of 
but what are either competent for him in 


them, 


his general Character as a Man, or pertain 


to the Buſineſs of his Office as Civil Magiſtrate; 
to neither of which it belongs to uſe Force or Pu- 


niſhment in the Affairs of Conſcience, as ſuch - 
But the Principles I am now defending deprive 


the Chriſtian Magiſtrate of no Means of ſupport- 
ing the Truth and ſuppreſſing Error, but the Uſe 


of Force or the Sword: There is nothing in the 


Principles I am here defending, to hinder him 


from giving poſitive Encouragements and Aſſiſtan- 
ces to thoſe of the true Religion, which he with- 


holds from others *. 3. If Matters be not 18 ra- ; 


vated, theſe Conſequences would not be ſo miſchie- 
vous and ſo pernicious to true Religion, as is ap- 
prehended and repreſented; eſpecially if they are 
compared with the Conſequences of the other 


Principle already mentioned. Allowing that there 


might be fewer Profeſſors of true Religion, where 
no Violence was made uſe of to bring Men to a 
Profeſſion of it; as a Ballance to this, theſe few 
would likely be the more ſincere in their Profeſ- 
ſion; and not receiving their Religion by mere 
Tradition, but upon fair and free Examination, it 
would be likely to ſtick the cloſer to them, and 
have the ſtronger Influence upon them: There 


might poſſibly be fewer Worſhippers of the true 
Gop 


*The learned Dr. Owen, u. s. p. 3c7. 3c8. mentions ſeve-, 
ral Ways, by which the Chriſtian Magiſtrate ' may} aſſiſt and 
ſupport the Profeſſors of the Truth, without doing the leaſt Inju- 
ry to any Perſon living. Alſo the learned Profeſſor Werenfels, 
u. s. 84, ec. mentions ſeveral Ways by which the Chriſtian 
| Magiſtrate may greatly contribute to the extirpating of Error 
and Hereſy, without the Uſe of Force, 8 
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God in a right Manner, as to external Appear- 


ance; but there would be more true Worſhip: 
This was the Caſe in Fact, when Chriſtianity was 
not only deſtitute of Support from the Powers of 
the Earth, but was oppoſed by them . There 
might too, perhaps, be ſome greater Liberties ta- 


ken by the Oppoſers of true Religion, when free 


from the Reſtraints of Force and the Sword, they 
had full Opportunity to bring forth their ſtrong Rea- 
ſonings/ But then, the glorious Triumphs of Truth 
over them all, by its native Force, would be the 
more conſpicuous: And thoſe Cavils whereby Se- 
ducers, by whiſpering them in Corners, lead ca- 
ptive filly and unwary youls, would either be a- 


| ſhamed to appear in the Light, and ſo would be 


no more propagated than when under violent Re- 
ſtraints ; or, it brought forth, their Weakneſs and 
Abſurdity would be expoſed to every one who 
had Eyes to ſee; and few, it any, would be in 
danger of being ſeduced by them, whoſe Reli- 
gion had got any hold of them, who had ever 
experienced its happy Influence, or had any thing 
more of it but the Name. And, on the other 
hand, as Errors might be vented 1n the few Cor- 
ners of the Earth where the true Religion is eſta- 
bliſhed and profeſſed ; fo, in the far greater Part 
of it, where now Truth is violently ſuppreſſed; 
did this Principle prevail, it would have tree Op- 
Hamer to ſhow its Face; and ſo, a Reforma- 
tion of the groſſeſt Errors and moſt abominable I- 
dolatries might be ſucceſsfully attempted, where 
at preſent the very Attempt is violently preclu- 

ded; 


8 ** 
1— 


T py I" CIOs — 


9 vid. (pra che marginal Note in p. 25. 


. * - \ 
. 0 - 
* Py 3 % 
* * * = 


4 * 

1 . 
ded. 80 that, in the whole Amount, true Ne- 
tigion would be fo far from ſuffering, that it 
would gain Ground in all Corners of the Earch. 
And would we confine our Zeal for the Truth to 
our own little Corner of the World? "6 
I have here allowed, that perhaps, in the Caſe 
of an intire Exemption from penal Laws about re- 
ligious Matters, the Oppoſers of the received Re- 
ligion might take the greater Liberties in their At- 
tacks upon it. But this is far from being certain: 
for oftimes we may obſerve, that a Propen/ity to 
what is forbid is a ſtrong Principle in ſome Tem- 
pers; and the moſt ſcurrilous Liberties which are 
taken with received Principles, and thoſe, at the 
ſame time, that are moſt adapted to miſlead the 
unwary and unthinking Multitude, becauſe moft 
ſuited to their weakneſs and low way of think« 
ing; ariſe not ſo much from a conſcientious Per- 
ſuaſion of their Falſhood, or Doubt about their 
Truth; as from a certain Petulancy, which is ra- 
ther cheriſhed than checked by Reſtraints and 
Prohibitions; and would hardly have any thing 
left to ſtir it up, if there were no ſuch Laws in be- 
ing as ſerve only to give it the Appearance No 
flattering to ſuch Humours) of being a thing bol 
and daring : Nor will a greater Severity of Pu- 
niſhments and penal Laws give an effectual Check 
to this petulant Humour; but only put it upon 
ſtriving and contriving how to exert itſelf in the 
more covered and diſguiſed, the more inſinuating 
and dangerous, Manner. Abundance of Inſtances 
of this can be given by ſuch as, in their Travels 
abroad, have made careful Obſervations upon the 
prevailing Humour in thoſe Poptſh Cont 

| Where 
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where the Power ef the. = e 
and; of conſequence, the Inquiſitien is ſtricteſt? 
They can tell us, that there the rudeft Attacks 
are made, not only upon the Peculiariries- of the 
eftabliſhed Faith; but every thing that belongs to 
Religion; Attacks managed in a way of the lows 
eſt Ribaldry and moſt ſcurrilous Buffoonry: And 
the Severity of Reſtraints leads them only to 
double their Diſguiſe, and ſpeak ſo as, tho" ther 
are well enough underſtood, yet their Meaning is 
hard to be explained ſo as to bring Evidenc a- 
painſt them; eſpecially when, by betraying a 
poor Heretick, playing the Pimps to a Prieſt, or | 
ſome ſuch Pieces of good Service;-they can fave 
themſelves harmleſs. Befides, is it not well known; 
that nothing has given a greater Handle, to tlie 
looſeſt and moſt unthinking Infidels, to fall foul 
apon the Clergy, and, ſometimes, on Religion 
through their Sides; than that Spirit of Perſecu- 
tion, _ has been too obſeryable-among that 
When you urge againſt me, that the Civil Ma- 
giſtrate 38 o — to take care of His 
Honour : I anſwer, That this Character cannot 
certainly be reckoned to belong to the Civil Ma- 


giſtrate in the moſt large and extenſive Senſe; as 
if he was Gov's Vicegerent to do every thing 
which Almighty Go » Himſelf might do, if He 
thought fit in an immediate and extraordinary 
Manner to interpoſe in human Affairs and in the 
Government of the Kingdoms of the Earth * : 

Shall the Examples of extraordinary Judgments I- 
dolaters, ale Prophers, by Sword aud Lis Som Hearn, me, " 


1 


That, therefore, he muſt be underſtood to be 


Gop's Vicegonams;caly for the Ends and Pur- 


poſes of his Office ; and in the ſame Senſe as, by 
the Apoſtle, he is {aid to be the Minifter of GOD; 
a, Title given by Him to Heathen Magiſtrates; 
- who could not have it for their Province to pro- 
pagate and defend the true Religion by the Sword, 
as they were Enemies to it; and, had they un- 
derſtood it to be their Buſineſs to employ the 
Sword that Way, would have employed it againft 
that which is really the true Religion. The Civil 
Magiſtrate, therefore, is only the Vicegerent and 
Miniſter of Go p for the Purpoſes of his Office; 
in which I have already ſhown, that the Uſe of 


the Sword in the Affairs of Conſcience is ſo far 


from being included, that it is contrary to them. 
But, is not the Civil Magiſtrate, as the Miniſter of 
Gop, an Avenger to execute Wrath upon him that 
doth Evil? Is it not incumbent upon him then, 
to puniſh ſuch evil Deeds as Hereſies and falſe 
Worſhip? Take the Anſwer of the great Dr. 
Owen : The Paralogiſm is ſo foul and notorious 
« in this arguing ; be is to ſuppreſs evil Deeds, He- 
Eo reſy is an evil Deed, therefore that alſo , that it 
« needs no Confutation : That he is to punith ll 
« evil Deeds, was never yet affirmed : Unbelief 
« is a Work of the-Fleſh, ſo is Coveting; one 
« the root- ſin againſt the firſt, the other againſt 
& the ſecond Table ; yet in themſelves both ex- 

x : « empted 


* 
1 | } 
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Magicians, A poſtates, and the like, be here produced? Tho“ 
ſach Arguments as theſe have made Thouſands weep Tears of 
Blood, yet the Conſequence in Reaſon cannot but proyoke 
Laughter to all Men not wholly forſaken of ditgRing Prin; 
c 
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© empted from the Magiſtrate s Cognizance and 


« Juriſdiction: The evil Doers, doubtleſs, for 
« whoſe Terror and Puniſhment He is appointed, 
& are ſuch as by their Deeds diſturb that human 
Society, the Defence and Protection whereof is 
c to him committed; that among the Number af 
« theſe are Errors, the Depravations of Mens 
— Underſtandings, hath not yet been proved. 
U.S. p. 293. 8 3h 
In "Sk when you ask me, Muft then the 
4 Chriſtian Magiſtrate do nothing for the Honour 
« of Eo p, by whom he reigns?” I readily an- 
ſwer, Yes; every thing in his Power, and which 
it is competent for him to do: Every thing he can 
do, for promoting Go p's Honour, in his general 
Character, as a good Man and a Chriſtian; which 
he has ſpecial Advantages for doing with Influ- 
ence and Succeſs, by virtue of his high Station; 
and alſo, every thing which belongs to that Of- 
fice in which he is placed by Go p for the Peace 


and Welfare of civil Society: And, if he is a tru- 


Iy good Man and Chriſtian Magiſtrate, he will be 
animated to a faithful Diſcharge of all the Duties 
proper to his high Station by a ſincere and pre- 
vailing inward Regard to the Honour and Glory 
of Go p. But no Man is to be juſtified in going 
out of his proper Sphere; from a pretended, or 
miſguided, Leal for Go p and His Honour : for 
a true and well conducted Regard to the Honour 
of Gop will lead every Man to keep in that 
Sphere in which G op has placed him, and to 
keep ſteadily in that Path of Duty which belongs 
xo his Station, without turning aſide from it to 


the right Hand or to the left, a 
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dDieed I take any Notice of che, Uſe ſpme make 
tian Church; that Kings ſoall be their Nurfing- 


the Principles I am defending: And ſure you can- 
our late Queen, of glorious Memory (I chuſe ra- 
all Perſecution for Conſcience 


| © that you may ſee, that the Principles I have been 
ther Stamp than thoſe who have been repreſented 
Re Al ; 6 0 etw. L i © 
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of ſuch Prophecies as theſe, concerning the Chri 
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Fathers and Dueens their Nurſing- Mothers; and 
they ſhall ſuck the Breafts of Kings? I have alreay 
dy ſhown * that, giving poſitive Aſſiſtance and 
Encouragement to the true Church, and making 


Proviſion for its Miniſters, is very conſiſtent with 


not imagine the true Church of Chriſt, to be ſo, pee» 
viſh and pettifh a Child, that it wr not allow ity 
ſelf ro be nurſed and cheriſhed, if thoſe who are 
without her Pale are permitted to live in Peace: 
Some, who will arrogate to themſelves the Name 
of the Church, may poſſibly be of this peeviſh 
Diſpofition; but certainly we cannot entertain a 
more unworthy Notion of the true Church of 
Chrift. Sure no one will call in queſtion, that 


ther to ſpeak of the Dead than of the Living) was 
a true Nurſing- Mother to the Church; _ yet 
Was as great a Friend to Liberty, and Enemy to 

25 as ever {at on 
our Throne. Wa? 


And thus, Sir, I have given you my Senti- 
ments freely, and perhaps at too great length, 
concerning this important Queſtion: Which I 
have illuſtrated by Quotations from ſome Authors 
of the beſt Character in the Proteſtant Churches; 
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defending are eſpouſed by Perſons of quite ano- 
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learned 


People 


vernment, he cannot well be reckoned more un- 
ſound among us, than another great Man (wham, 
out of reſpect, I forbear to name in this Argue 
ment) may be reckoned, with regard to the S. 
Gification of the Lord's Day. | 2 

I cannot give a more agreeable Cloſe to this 


Letter, than to end it with a Story, taken out of 


the 7:w/ Books; with which an eminent Au- 
thor on this Argument concludes his Perfor- 
mance, | 3 

« When Abraham ſat at his Tent-door, accor- 
6“ ding to his Cuftom, waiting to entertain Stran» 
« gers; he eſpied an old Man, ſtooping and lean» 
“ ing on his Staff, weary with Age and Travel, 
“ coming towards him, who was an hundred 


Tears of Age: He received him kindly, wa- 
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T og his feet, provided Supper, cauſed him to ſit 

& down: but obſerving that the old Man eat and 
4 prayed not, nor begged for a Bleſſing on his 
4 Meat; asked him, why he did not worſhip the 
God of Heaven? the old Man told him, that 
he worſhipped: the Fire only, and acknowledg- 

ed no other Go p: At which Anſwer, Arabam 
grew fo zealouſly angry, that he thruſt the old 
Man out of his Tent, and expoſed him to all 

the Evils of the Night and an unguarded Con- 

& dition. When the old Man was gone, Gop 
& called to Abraham, and asked him, where the 
« Stranger was? he replied, I thruſt him away, 
«© becauſe he did not worſhip Thee: Gop an- 

« fwered him; J have ſuffered him theſe hundred 
« Years, although he diſhonoured me, and couldſt 
ec not thou endure him one Night, when he gave 
4 thee no Trouble? Upon this, faith the Story, 
e Abrabam' ftercht him back again, and gave him 
te hoſpitable Entertainment and wiſe Inſtruction. 
« Go thou, and do likewiſe; and thy Charity will be 

© rewarded by the Gop of Abraham.” I am, 
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